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Looking at things in a    or changing your 

perspective are good ways of expressing one 
of the ways that a Christian changes.  In 2 Corinthians 

5 : 1 7  i t  s a y s : 
(KJV) Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.  
This does not mean that 
the Christian life is simply 

added to your life when you accept Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior.  No, it means that your whole life 
becomes brand new.  This verse says that one becomes a 
new creature where the old things die.  Then all things 
become new, brand new. 

However, greater and fuller insights are seen when you 
look at the verse before this verse.  2 Corinthians 5:16 
(NLT) So we have stopped evaluating others from a 
human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ 
merely from a human point of view. How differently we 
know him now!  This verse is really saying that as 
Christians, our perspectives will change.  How we look at 
things will change from our old earthly vision to looking 
at things through the life of Jesus Christ.  If you think 
about it, doesn’t it make sense that the more we mature 
in Jesus Christ, the more and more we will become like 
Him?  To be discipled and to be matured in Christ simply 
means that we become more and more like Jesus.  
Therefore, as we become more and more like Jesus, we 
will be seeing things more and more through His 
perspective.   

His perspective will have a radical impact on all of our 
lives.  Allow me to take the rest of this article to show 
some examples of how this new perspective will impact 
our lives.   

Jesus said in Matthew 5:43-48 (NLT) 43 “You have heard 
the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your 
enemy. 44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who 
persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true 
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight 

to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just 
and the unjust alike. 46 If you love only those who love you, 
what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors 
do that much. 47 If you are kind only to your friends, how 
are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. 48 

But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect.  “Loving your enemies” is a command from Jesus 
and as we grow and mature in Christ, this is a 
perspective that will impact how you see those who you 
have classified as enemies.  You will begin to see your 
enemies with eyes of love.  This may seem impossible 
and even distasteful to you, but as you grow in loving 
Christ, you will grow in loving all people, even your 
enemies. 

Another perspective that will 
change regards laziness.  Romans 
12:11 (NLT) Never be lazy, but 
work hard and serve the Lord 
enthusiastically.  This command is 
so very important that in 2 
Thessalonians 3:10 it says: 

(NLT) Even while we were with you, we gave you this 
command: “Those unwilling to work will not get to eat.”   I 
do have to confess that this is a problem that still plagues 
me and I am working on it.  Although I am disappointed 
that I am still a lazy person, I have to also say that the 
Lord is changing my perspective and changing my life.  I 
am doing better, but I know that I can do even better as I 
allow the Lord to change me, 

A final perspective deals what we used to believe 
belonged to us.  Actually, we are stewards or servants of 
the  Lord  who  are responsible  for  all that the Lord has 
placed   in   our   care.   The  
Lord owns it all and we are   
simply   given   the  respon- 
sibility   to  care    for  it  in  
order  to   bring  glory  and  
honor  to   Him  through  it.  
In    Luke 12:42-44    Jesus  
tells this story: (NLT) 42 And  
the Lord replied, “A faithful,  
          (continued on page 2) 
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sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his other household servants and 
feeding them. 43 If the master returns and finds that the servant has  done a good job, there will be a reward. 44 I tell 
you the truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns.  The perspective here is that all that we have, 
including the relationships that surround us, all belong to the Lord.  We are given the responsibility of managing 
them in the manner and fashion that would be pleasing and glorifying to the Lord.  If we were to change our 
perspectives on these things that we believe to be ours and to instead  see ourselves as managers and stewards of 
the Lord’s possessions, there would be a radical change in how we see possessions and relationships.   

Then if you would also change your perspective according to the verses that surround Luke 12:42-44, you would 
be filled with a sense of urgency and consistency.   

Luke 12:35-40 (NLT) 35 “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 as though you were waiting for your 
master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he 
arrives and knocks. 37 The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he 
himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! 38 He may come in the middle of the night 
or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who are ready. 39 “Understand this: If a 
homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would not permit his house to be broken into. 40 You also 
must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.”  

Luke 12:45-46 (NLT) 45 But what if the servant thinks, ‘My master won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins beating 
the other servants, partying, and getting drunk? 46 The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will 
cut the servant in pieces and banish him with the unfaithful. 

A changing perspective is impossible to achieve unless there is a changing love.  All of this would be only a dream 
unless we fall more and more in love with Jesus.  To love Jesus with all of our heart, mind, and soul is the only way 
to achieve a changing perspective.  The more that you love Him, the more you will seek to please Him.  The more 
that you please Him, the more like Him you will be.  Love Him with all of your heart, mind, and soul. 
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Live to Please God 
Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 

4 Finally, dear brothers and sisters,  we urge you in the name of the Lord 

Jesus to live in a way that pleases God, as we have taught you. You live this 

way already, and we encourage you to do so even more. 2 For you remember 

what we taught you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

                  

1Thessalonians 4:1-2 (NLT) 
 

In these two verses you find a reminder and an encouragement. First, the Apostle Paul is reminding 

the church to live in a way that pleases God and then, Paul encourages the church by telling them that they are and that he 

wants them to continue to do more. Now, I have a couple questions I’d like to ask you and see if you know the answers. 

By the way, both of the questions have the same answers. So here are the questions: 1) How can you live in a way that 

pleases God?; and, 2) How can you continue to do more, to please God? The first part of the answer is in verse one that 

says, “…we urge you in the name of the Lord Jesus to live in a way…” and the second part of the answer is in verse two 

which says, “…what we taught you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.” Do you see in any of the answers where in order 

to live to please God we have to do whatever it takes to please Him? No, we don’t decide what we have to do to please 

God but we do need to please Him and continue to do so even more. 

 

What I want to show you is what most Christians struggle at seeing. I believe when we acknowledge 

what I’m going to reveal to you, you and I will have no problem living to please God our Father. What we need to see is 

this. In order to please God it can only be done in the name of Jesus! There is power only in Jesus, not in us. Philippians 

4:13 NCV says, “I can do all things through Christ, because He gives me strength.” When we lean, learn and trust to 

follow after Jesus we will certainly live to please God. The second thing we need to see is that 

Jesus needs to have authority in our lives. Without willingly giving Him the authority to rule 

our lives, we will never give Him the time of day to speak to us or allow Him to give us 

commands to live up to.  

 

Here’s what I want to encourage you to see most of all. If you have truly 

believed that Jesus died for you on the cross' His body broken and blood spilled to forgive you 

of your sins, His body buried and resurrected on the third day to assure us of eternal life with 

the Father, then, YOU HAVE ALREADY committed and submitted your life under the power and authority of Jesus 

Christ. You and I just need to be reminded over and over that Romans 10:9 says, “That if you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Let me end by saying 

this. If you believe in the gospel, you will absolutely and undoubtedly live to please God!    
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Franklin Graham: ‘A Defining Moment’ for Our Country  
By Franklin Graham     

Published February 8, 2016   

Article may be found at: 

http://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/february-2016/from-franklin-graham-a-defining-moment/ 

Franklin Graham’s Decision America Tour heads to Atlanta, Georgia today, as the 50-state tour continues 

rallying Christians to prayer. Thousands have already turned out during the tour’s first four stops to pray 

for America and to be encouraged to live out their faith at home, in public and at the polls.  

America has a decision to make in 2016. 

It is a critical one, a defining moment in the history of our country that I believe will profoundly influence the future of 

our nation. 

The decision is this: Will we elect leaders who fear and follow God, or will we allow godless candidates to continue to 

steer our country into moral anarchy and open rebellion against God and His ways? And will we as individuals elect to 

fear and follow God? Or will we hasten that rebellion by failing to live boldly for Christ? 

This is why on a frigid, early January day in Des Moines, Iowa, I began a campaign that I believe is as important as any 

we have ever launched in the more than 60-year history of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 

Standing on the steps of the Iowa State Capitol, we held the inaugural event of our Decision America Tour, a 10-month 

journey that will take us to every state capital across the nation. 

I will be coming with the same message that I proclaimed to the more than 10,000 men and women who gathered at our 

first three stops, in Iowa, Florida and Louisiana: Our nation is in trouble, and unless we turn in repentance and faith to 

Almighty God, we will no longer see His hand of blessing on our great country. 

For too long, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ has sat on the sidelines and watched as our country has descended into 

ever thickening moral darkness. Immorality is flagrant. The family unit is in shambles. Sin is celebrated. Violence is a 

plague. Greed and idolatry are rampant. 

This cannot continue any longer if our nation is to survive as the moral beacon it has been for generations. This cannot 

continue any longer if our children and grandchildren are to live in a country that still recognizes and honors God as 

virtually every generation has done since religiously minded settlers first set foot in America hundreds of years ago. 

As I did in Des Moines—and in Tallahassee, Florida; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and Concord, New Hampshire, in the 

weeks following—I am calling on believers across the nation to fully commit themselves to pray, vote and engage in the 

political process this year with bold and energetic faith. 

Fifty years ago, the most imminent peril to our country was the “Red threat” of communism. The specter of nuclear war 

between the United States and Russia was a clear and present danger. When the Berlin Wall fell in 1989 and communism 

in Europe was defeated, a new and subtle threat began to emerge—secularism. 

Year by year, the steady rise of secularism has infiltrated and overtaken the influential halls of government and 

education. As godless as communism, secularism now prevails and dominates in almost every sector of society and 

culture. Its goal is to remove all vestiges of Christianity from the public square and to replace it with a worldview that 

embraces atheistic humanism and is devoid of biblical values. 

Make no mistake, America is being systematically stripped of its Christian heritage by government, politicians and 

judges who are openly hostile to Christianity. 

Like the walls of Jerusalem that were burned and destroyed by its enemies, the once well-built moral walls of our nation 

have been stormed and battered by the secular powers of our age. 

The longstanding restraint that the church has provided for our culture to every manner of sin is under relentless assault. 

Secularists and progressives would like for that restraint to be dismantled and removed altogether. 
             (continued on page 5) 

 

http://billygraham.org/author/franklin-graham/
https://decisionamericatour.com/tour/georgia/
http://billygraham.org/story/phenomenal-start-to-decision-america-tour/
http://billygraham.org/story/3500-join-franklin-graham-in-florida-to-take-our-country-back/
http://billygraham.org/story/decision-america-tour-not-just-about-a-nation-but-a-generation/
http://billygraham.org/story/united-chilly-new-hampshirans-stand-for-one-nation-under-god/
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What can we do in the face of such growing and pervasive evil? 

I believe what we need are godly leaders like Nehemiah, who saw the devastation that had been heaped upon his beloved 

city, and rather than resign himself to apathy and inaction, chose instead to take bold steps of faith in Almighty God. 

First and foremost he prayed. And he prayed hard. For three months he sought the King of Heaven before he stepped into 

the presence of the Persian king and asked for permission to rebuild the ruined walls. “I continued fasting and praying 

before the God of heaven” (Nehemiah 1:4). 

Then he turned his attention to his own sins and the sins of God’s people, repenting in tears. “We have acted very 

corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you have 

commanded” (Nehemiah 1:7). 

But Nehemiah didn’t stop there. After praying, he took decisive action, going to the king for permission, and then 

rallying the demoralized inhabitants of Jerusalem to take responsibility for repairing the walls. With a weapon in one 

hand and building supplies in the other, the men of the city completed the task in an astonishing 52 days. 

I hope that in 2016, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ will awaken and work with all its might to help restore the moral 

breach in our culture by electing leaders who fear God and live for Him. I’m not just talking about the presidential and 

congressional races, I’m talking about state and local elections—mayors, school boards, county commissioners. Just 

think what a difference it could make if godly men and women filled these offices for the next 20 years. Think what 

positive, profound change could occur in our schools and communities. 

There is no doubt that we will meet with much opposition in the coming months as the Decision America Tour 

crisscrosses the nation with a call to prayer, repentance and bold engagement by God’s people. There will likely be 

protestors representing various ungodly worldviews. That’s OK. Just know that I’m not going to back down or back up. 

There is too much at stake. 

Just a few yards from where I spoke in Des Moines was a statue of one of our nation’s greatest and wisest leaders, 

Abraham Lincoln. I couldn’t help but think of how President Lincoln relied on Almighty God as he presided over our 

country in the most difficult test America has ever experienced, the Civil War. 

In the midst of the great travail that had spilled the blood of so many Americans, Lincoln issued a proclamation for a 

national day of prayer and fasting. Here is what he said on March 30, 1863, to a troubled nation: 

“We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven; we have been preserved these many years in peace and 

prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. 

We have forgotten the gracious hand which has preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, 

and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior 

wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the 

necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us. 

It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended power, to confess our national sins and to pray for 

clemency and forgiveness.” 

Amen, and may it be true once again. ©2016 BGEA 

Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. 

 

 

http://billygraham.org/author/franklin-graham/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

     

Children are a gift from the Lord.; 

they are a reward from Him.  

Psalms 127:3 (NLT) 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Feb 18-20 
Edwards, Reimann, 

Balberdi 

 

Week of Feb 25-27 
Linda, Pauline, Kathy, 

Marion 

 

Week of  Mar 3-5 
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Mar 3-5 
Volunteers Needed 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

Volunteers to help with 
childcare during the worship 

service hour. 

Sign-up at  

back table! 

 

Be in the know  
Join our text alerts 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by re-
plying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808) 670-3442 instead 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

6:45 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 27March 27March 27   

at Waikapuat Waikapuat Waikapu   



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

  February 2016 

 

   14 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

 15 Presidents’ Day  -  Office CLOSED 

  Prayer Meetings CANCELLED for today 
 

 17 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 21 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting 

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

 22 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 24 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 28 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 29 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

March 2016 

    2 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

For All You’ve Done 

Blessed Be Your Name 

Cornerstone 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

The Nation's Need of the Lord God Almighty 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I.  Falling into the Hands of the ________________  __________.   

 A. It is a dangerous thing to turn away from the ________________   ___________, no matter what   

     the ________________ may be. 

 B. To disregard and disobey His commands & covenants ___________ bring ________________    

       ________________________.   

 C. To give your _____________________and _____________________ to other ___________will result in God’s 

      _______________________ and ______________________.   

 D. A very real sense of ____________________responsibility and _________________ consequence. 

 

II.  ____________________ sin does not eliminate __________________ sin. 

 

 A. God and His Laws are ____________________ and ___________.  

 B. ________ are the problem. 

 C. Even though we desire _____________, why do we do __________? 

 

III.  There is only __________ answer to _____________________ & __________________ sin.   

 A. The ___________________ and _________________ to overcome all of this, is not in _______. 

 B. The answer is in _______________  _____________ our ____________and _________________. 

 C. It does not mean just knowing and accepting Him, but also in ____________________ to  

      His ___________________. 

 D. It is as you _________________ to __________ that the following happens: 

      1.  Romans 8:1-2 

      2. John 10:10  

 E.  ______________________ to Jesus' ___________________ can only be accomplished by  

      __________________  Him. 


